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It has been our practice for nine successive years, to 
give, at the end of each, a statement of the cflbrts tliat we 
]ravc made, tlio obstacles that we have encountered, and 
fiiu success that we have obtained. Bift, with eacli suc- 
cessive year, the number of those who receive our Report 
increases; till, at length, it so far exceeds the number of 
those who possess any good information of our object, or 
our means of attaining it — of our principles, or our mea- 
sures — of our faith, or of our works, — that it becomes 
expedient for us, instead of beginning with the year, to 
begin again at the beginning; giving tlic wdiole, instead of 
a fraction of our knowledge and our experience, thai, both 
may be beneficial to the new audience Avho are seeking to 
knoAv their duty that they may do it. We do not claim to 
be teachers, in any sense which impHes an assumption of 
superiority; but we act under the overmastering conviction 
that they who have knowledge of a truth important to the 
welfare of all, are criminal if they withhold it from nny. 

STATEMENT OF TflE CASE. 

The great truth that lias been borne in upon our minds, 
by observation of the course of God's provifh^Jifo, is, that 
ST-AVEi;v IS A sin; and, as such, to l)o repented of and for- 
saken immediately. To this, vast numbers of persons, at 



G 



first, yield a iiccdiess assent. Hereditary Cliristians and 
rve[viil)licans, as sncli tliey may have agreed to tlic abstract 
])rc»position of the evil of slavery, tliinking it, meanwlvde, 
one in wliicli they have no practical interest. ' There is 
slavery in Algiers — there is slavery in the West Indies — 
Init Avhat have vx to do with it?' They have overlooked 
the fact of the existence of slavery in tlic United States. 
No wonder tliat they should have done so, since, from the 
day of the constitntional compromise to the present time, 
tlic eifort has been continual, on tlie part of all tlie active 
leading men of the country, whether merchants or politi- 
cians, clergymen or editors, to cause its existence to be for- 
gotten. Man after man, as ho came to a realizing sense of 
the fact, found it for his interest to keep it out of sight. 
Openly to ui^hold it he was ashamed ; to contend against it 
he Avas too selfish and cowardly. His safety lay in silence. 
In a country like ours, where, by reason of the extent of 
the elective franchise, public opinion reigns paramount, the 
effect of this general silence of the non-slaveholders may 
be easily imagined. Year by year they became more and 
more timorous and sellish; the slave-power became more 
overbearing and rapacious ; wliile the forgotten slaves were 
increasing in numbers, and consequently in degradation and 
wretchedness — for the more mmierous they become, the 
gi.-cater injustice is necessary to keep up the system. The 
spread of intelligence among them must be prevented ; for, 
knowledge being power, no man possessed of it can be 
retained in slavery. That dangerous clement, the free 
colored population, must be excluded from among them; 
and licnce a Colorrization scheme is invented, expulsory 
laws passed, emancipations on the spot forbidden, and all 
those various means for safety m sin adopted, Vv^liich are 
seen hi the diabolical progress of the slave-codes. 

VV^jen, at length, in lb29, the silence of death seemed to 
brood over the hopes of Liberty ; when the number of slaves 
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had swollod. np to <\ro mul a half millions, and tlic whole 
l)ody of northern freemen also were lying honnd to the sys- 
tem hy the chains of political and ecclesiastical expediency; 
at that moment, God pnt it into the heart of one then im- 
known yonng man, AVilliam Lloyd Garhison, to devote 
his life to the great Avork of Emancipation. This was the 
tone in Avhich. he ever spoke, and his words were called 
madness and. fanaticism, dennnciation and infidelity: 

' I determined, at every hazard, to hft u]) the standard of 
emancipation hi the eyes of the nation, luitluti sight of Bun- 
ker mil, and in the birth 2^l^(-ce of Libert?/. That standard is 
now^ nnfaiied; and long may it float, imlmrt hy the spolia- 
tions of time or the missiles of a desperate foe — y ea, till 
evf^ry chain he hroken, and every hond man set free I Let 
southern oppressors tremhle — let their secret ahettors 
tremhle — let their northern apologists tremhle — let all the 
enemies of the jiersecnted blacks tremble I 

' I am aware, that many object to the severity'' of my lan- 
gnage ; bnt is there not cause for severity ? I ivi/l be as 
harsh as trntli, and as micompromising as justice. On this 
subject, I do not wish to think, or speak, or write, with 
moderation. No ! no ! Tell a man whose house is on fire, 
to give a moderate alarm ; tell him to moderately rescue his 
wife from the hands of the ravisher ; tell the mother to 
gradually extricate her babe from the fire into wdiich it has 
fallen; — but urge me not to use moderation in a case like 
the present. I am in earnest — I w^ill not equivocate — I 
will not excuse — I will not retreat a smglc inch — and I 
WILL BE HEARD. Tlic apathy of the people is enough to 
make every statue leap from its pedestal, and to hasten the 
resurrection of the dead. 

* It is pretended, that I am retarding the cause of eman- 
cipation by the coarseness of my invective, and the precipi- 
tancy of my measures. The charge is not true. On tliis 





quest ion my inlliicnco, liinriT)1o ns it is, is felt, ri.t lliis moment 
to a eonsidornl/le extent, and shall be felt in coming years — 
not pernicionsly, hut heneficialiy — not as a cnrse, but as a 
blessing; and posterity A^ill bear testimony that 1 was right. 
I desire to thank God, that he enables me to disregard '-the 
fear of man -wlLicli l)ringeth a snare," and to speak his truth 
in its simplicity and power.' 

He did not speak in vain. Undaunted determination and 
generous self-sacrifice find their echoes in every heart. 
Midtitndcs, who had neither courage nor disinterestedness, 
were yet enchanted by this new sound to stretch forth their 
hands tow-ards the plough; and though all such turned back 
at the first serious ol)stacle, yet many were then stirred by 
that voice to action, who have never since tired nor stayed 
to rest them. 

ouii nuNcirLES. 

Human impulse ever rushes to the conflict with slavery. 
Even a cliild naturally sides with the weaker party, irrespect- 
ive of right or wrong. But we do not rest on our impulses 
alone. A[tcr deep thought, careful exa,mination, and fervent 
prayer for divine direction — after much reading of history'', 
sacred and profane, and deep study of our own times in 
connection with the past, we have arrived at the following 
principles. That freedom is the inalienable right of every 
human being: That slavery is, consequently, essential 
wrong — concentrated iniquity — a sin against God and 
man — a direct violation of every divine law — productive, 
therefore, of incalculable misery and crime: That right 
and safety demand its immediate abolition : That the con- 
dition and circumstances of our land being such as they are, 
the only hope of procuring emancipation hes in gaining from 
every soul an acknowledgement of the justice and necessity 
of its taking place immediately. 
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0U.11 MEASURES. 

The body of tlic people were ready hastily 1o acknow- 
ledge tliat slavery was wToiig ; even soiUlierii slaveholders 
deploring it ns an evil thailiad descended tu Ihem from then 
ancestors. Bnt, the moment that symptoms were discerned 
of a determined o])position to its lojiger conthniance, men 
changed their phraseology. The South began to declare 
that it was right, and to defend it from scripture, and the 
leading men in Chnrcli and State, at the North, to use all 
their infiiiencc with the people to snppress the consideration 
of tlic snbject. Had it been proposed gradnally to abolish 
it, no opposition would have been manifested; and for this 
reason, that no impression would have been made. What 
the slaveholders instinctively know can be easily demon- 
strated to others ; that every form of gradualism is delusive 
and impracticable. Yet this delusion contirmally rose as a 
hindrance. Ignorance of the extent and practical working of 
the system was found to be a srent obstacle. The idea of 
the colonization of free men of color, as a remedy for slavery, 
continually blocked up our path. The workings of the fede- 
ral government against Freedom, because its helm was ever 
in the hands of the slave-power, were discerned to be a great 
drawback to onr hopes of success. Great strength, great 
energy, great enthusiasm, much money, were all needed to 
show these things to the community, so long kept hood- 
winked. A few individuals here and there in the land, awake 
to the necessity, adopted the order of nature, and associated 
tliemselves together, for th e purpose of doing all things neces- 
sary to effect the abolition of slavery. Associatioji was our 
first and most important means. It is the order of nature, 
that when human beings earnestly wish the accom]")lislmient 
of any particular object, tliey look around them, for helj) — 
they unite their forces — they become associated. Eegular- 
ity, division of labor, ]nutual understanding, being a,lways 
advanlageous, they consequently become organized. 
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It may be easily conceived that oiir organization would 
be slrongiy opposed. Having tlie extinction of slavery for 
its object, it would naturally be looked upon with terror and 
hatred by all other associations with which slavery was 
intcrnnngled. Hence it was that the cry arose, from the 
leading members of every association in the land — from 
business and banking associations, from religious and eccle- 
siastical associations, from missionary and benevolent asso- 
ciations, from the political parties, and, finally, from Church 
and from State, the great national associations, — that what- 
ever our principles might be, our measures were intolerable. 
Slavery being fostered iii all these associations, they of 
course felt that ours were at enmity with them. Tlie fact 
of our banding ourselves together showed that we were in 
earnest, and hence the subsequent developements of latent 
opposition, whicli gave occasion to the pretended friends of 
Freedom to say that we had put back the cause fifty years. 
Some, whose love of foreign reputation and desire to stand 
well with posterity induced them to profess to love our 
cause while they deprecated our union for its promotion, told 
us that we should defeat our own object by this 'agitating 
system.' But the healthy instinct of human nature, sus- 
tained by experience, was a surer guide than the diseased 
revoltings of souls enfeebled by the exclusive atmosphere 
of drawing-rooms, or the stagnant air of sectarian associa- 
tions. * You -will lose your individuahty, and Truth will, lose 
her power, if you thus persist in shouting her dictates to 
excited crowds.' ' We shall each be strong in the might of 
the wliole,' was our fervent answer. Our individuality will 
be strengthened. Depend upon it, the soul fully possessed 
by the love of Freedom ivill knotv Avhen it is hindered, and 
will turn and do battle with whatever hinders it. Never 
fear for Truth. Ko crowd can smother her, as long as they 
will let her speak. Her nature is to muliiply converts, and 
her torch shall enlighten them all, without losing its bn'l- 
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liancy. The crowd is the very place to preserit her claims. 
David thanked God that he had strength given liim io * tes- 
tify of her in the ^rcat congregation and on this point we are 
in sympathy with David. Yvliy should Jtiiinan sQcicty ha,ve 
been pronounced an evil, the moment it began to be founded 
on truth and justice ? Because it was felt to be in opposition 
to society founded on sin and wrong. It was not our print- 
ing, our publishing, or even our lecturing, that fell into con- 
demnation as horrible measures. It was the oneness of 
soul, whereby we did these things. It was the power of 
association, whereby the rebuke of one man was felt as the 
voice of ten thousand. As this ' measure ' has been so 
mightily blessed, and so mahciously misrepresented, it be- 
comes us to dwell a little in explanation of it to those wdiose 
attention is just turning to our cause, and whose minds we 
must disabuse of the clouds of calumny that hang between 
them and us. What we would not stoop to do for our own 
sakes, we will strive to accomplish for the slave's sake, for 
the master's sake, for our friends' and for our country's sake. 

And first. Ours is not an elective association. We know 
that we are, the wisest of us, feeble and short-sighted, as 
all mortals are ; and we dare not assume the responsibility, 
which in our view belongs only to Divine Providence, of 
saying this man is unfit to aid the cause of Freedom, or we 
will not labor with that woman for its advancement. Heart- 
iness is with us the only qualification. Whosoever will, let 
him come. Let even the self-seeking hypocrite seem to 
come. The faithful exposure of liis seeming is all that is 
necessary to frustrate his evil intentions. 

Secondly, Ours is not an exclusive association. Calvinists 
though we may be, we dare not take the responsibiuty of 
forbidding the Socinian or Unitarian to labor for the eman- 
cipation of the slave. Orthodox though we may esteem 
ourselves, we dare not, since the parable of the good Sama- 
ritan, go by on the other side, while the heretic is painfully 



exerting his strcngtli alone to lift up the down-trodden suf- 
ferer l)y the way. AVhite though we may he, we dare not 
excliicle the man of color from our cflbrt to liberate, educate 
and upraise liis race. We should doubly blush to do it. 
Onr lu'ow. would crimson at the ihouglii oIl our incGtislstcnci/ 
as well as our inhumanity. Wealthy or fashionable though 
we may be, we feel most honored by the friendship of those 
amon.fr onr anti-slavery associates whose purity of principle 
places them above Avealth and fashion; and schooled as wc 
may liave been by poverty to a knowledge of things as they 
are, we will not proudly say, what can these worldlings know, 
who have never snflercd? It is sufficient for this jiurpose 
tliat our associates, of whatever character they may be, have 
one spark of humanity in their bosoms. We dare not say 
none l3ut tbe good shall be our associates. For if the bad 
feel a single emotion of pity for the oppressed, it becomes 
not even the ])erfect to qnench the smoking flax or break 
the bruised reed. We have found no contamination or in- 
convenience in letting any one labor with, us to effect good. 
AA'e act in contradistinction to the fashionable, the ecclesias- 
tical, or the political exclusive. We know what men mean 
when they say of this cause, ' Leave it to us, Methodists — 
Presbyterians — Baptists: — leave it to us church-mem- 
bers: — leave it to us leaders of society: — leave it to us 
Orthodox : - — leave it with the influential, " the right sort of 
men :" — leave it with our party : — leave it with the Chris- 
tian public.' We should be dull indeed not to have learned 
that all tliis elorpiencc of deprecation means — leave it 

ALONE. 

Thirdly, Ours is not an excommunicating society. No 
matter what inconsistencies a man be guilty of — no matter 
what treachery he may have committed towards his asso- 
ciates or the cause, or what changes his mind may have 
undergone since he first advocated it — no one can remove 
him from the association. It must be his own act and deed. 



If he feels drawn to us, lie comes ; — when he feels repelled 
from us, he goes — alike free i.uid unquestioned. No mem- 
l>er of the society has any power Ijcyond that of forming 
and expressing an opinion of his conduct — a power ecjiially 
possessed by every soul that knows liim, and not conferred 
by membership. 

Fourtlily, Ours is not a legislating society. Among the 
many subordinate measures lying ready for choice, as wea- 
pons in an armory, the members select the ones tliat like 
them best. One has observed the influence of slavery upon 
the government with particular attention. He has seen 
slaveholders monopolizing offices, and marked all the trick- 
ery by which their system has maintained ascendancy, till 
the substitution of other men seems to him the most impor- 
tant measure, and he gives his strength to political action. 
Another sees how much deeper lies the spiritual nature than 
the worldly arrangements built upon it, and lie ajipeals to 
the religious sentiment, and rebukes the wickedness of the 
church. A tlnrd feels as if prayer was the great instrumen- 
tality; — a fourth trusts more in preaching. The Presljyte- 
rian or Congregationalist trusts to bring the influence of his 
church to bear upon slavery, by excommunicating the slave- 
holder and his apologist, as he does other sinners. While 
he who does not believe in the abstract rightfulness of such 
excommunication contents himself with exposure of the 
true character of such men, and blames as inconsistent 
those who do not on this point act up to their own ideas. 
It is no better than cheating an associate out of the time 
mutually set apart to abolish slavery, to use it to get 
liini right on all topics on which there is a dillijrence of 
opinion. If the self-styled 'Liberal Christian' wishes to 
convert the 'close communion' Bapti.st, lie takes another 
opportunity. Seeing that we are all yet in time and space, 
from that fact grows the necessity of doing one tiling at 
once ; and why not coniine one's self, at the time speciiied 
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for the purpose, to Anli- Slavery proper, unless it is the uni- 
versal wish of the assembly to look at collaterals ? 

An all-important mcasm-e is the speaking of the truth; 
and here, in the manner of speaking it, each man is governed 
only by his own constitution and conscience. One man is a 
son of consolation — another is a son of thunder ; — one 
fullest of pity, another of justice. One dwells on the mis- 
sionaiy, another on the mercantile aspect of the cause. 
One prefers to speak on a week day — another to invest 
his plea with the sanctity of the meeting-house and the 
Sabbath. One prefers a congregation called expressly to 
listen to hira — another to speak to whatever assembly of 
professing Christians he may chance to be in. His neigh- 
bor, who is no Congregationalist or Presbyterian, and who 
perchance disbelieves the plenary inspiration of the Bible, 
will not justify him in following the scriptural rule given 
by Paul, that those denominations 'jyrnfQas to be guided by. 
But, at the same time, that neighbor would cry shame on 
him for his inconsistency, should he refuse to act up to 
his own belief; as he does cry shame on those who deny 
their own religious views, rather than listen to an abo- 
litionist speaking for the long forgotten millions in bon- 
dage. Shame on the Quaker who tramples out the inward 
light of humanity when it touches the hps of the abolition- 
ist ! Shame on the believer in the inspiration of Paul, who 
drags from the scene of his devotions that w"orshij)per in spirit 
and truth who cannot scripturally be convicted of wrong. 
The philosopher only — the advocate of the rights of man 
irrespective of technical Christianity — can consistently 
blame the aljolitionist who makes choice of the measure of 
addressing, against their will, an assembly of men convened 
for the form of worship, in recommendation of the reality. 

Fifthly, Our society is not a universally reibrmatory one. 
Tliough tlie platform is of circumference broad enough to 
receive the whole human race, it turns upon a single point — 
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the abolition of slavery. Our principles Ijcing such iunda- 
mcntal ones, and being as tliey arc a])[)lic.'able to nil the 
wrong that is done nnder the sun, it is not to be wondered 
at that ideas of ilie emancipation of subjects from politicnl 
bondage — of women from the subjugation of men, in the 
present arrangements of society — of tlie poor from the 
yoke they bear as the laborers of the rich — of the slaves of 
rehgious sects from the bondage of their respective sacer- 
docies — of citizens from the burdens of compulsory govern- 
ment — of the whole earth from sin and suffering — should 
have dawned or darkened upon tlic minds of our members. 
But we all know tliat whatever idea transcending tliat of 
the abolition of chattel slavery enters our minds, it is impos- 
sible to live it out in this association. However broad this 
platform, a veiy short exi)erience teaches every one that lie 
cannot live his wiiole spiritual life upon it; and he thinks it 
no argument against our association, that it is not a church 
universal. Whoever among our members wishes to mnko 
other applications of these principles, does it at orlier times 
and places than those mutually set apart for their ajiphcation 
to the sin of slavery in its most definite sense — the claim 
OF TRorERTY IN MAN. Whether this object be great or 
small, of more or of less comparative importance, it is the 
ONE AND ONLY OBJECT of tlic auti-slavcry societies. Yet, 
as every truth that the human soul enlarges itself to receive, 
is a part of every other truth, it is not possible for us, though 
we would, to sunder what God has joined. Truth is like a 
strong cable, which man measures and marks into fathom- 
lengths. The whole chain tightens whenever we cast an- 
chor, though we had thought in our inexperience that only 
a part of the length would jmy out. As ' one entire and 
perfect chrysolite ' cannot be made fragmentary but by an 
act of despero,te folly, so of the complete jewel, truth. 
We are busied, as a society, in polishing one of its faces. 
We conscientiously expend all the common stock of time 




and money npon t hat one, and wc camiot help it that tlic 
light, in consc([uence, strikes through upon the rest, remind- 
ing men of the necessity of cutting them also. The man 
of strongly conccntrative character must not qnarrel with 
the nature of things which shows so many other aspects of 
dnty to minds diflercntly constitntcd from his own. Nor 
need the comprehensive mind complaiji, nnless the concen- 
trative one strives to bind it also to one idea. Onr society 
has but one idea, but it is not a cramping-machine npon its 
members. Each and all of them can, if they dare, act freely 
in every other capacity as well as in this. If they find 
themselves, as abolitionists, in opposition to themselves as 
Congregationalists, Presbyterians, whigs, democrats, reli- 
gionists or politicians, it is because slavery has taken pos- 
session of these latter associations. In such an emergency, 
they must sacrifice cither the sect and the party, or else the 
cause of the slaA^e. ' They must hold to the one and 
despise the other;' and according to the reality of their abo- 
litionism will their course be. Thus the day of anti-slavery 
judgment is rolling on. It has ushered in a new era. Pro- 
fessions have become valueless. Men begin to judge and 
to be judged by their deeds, not by their words- — by their 
mercy, generosity, justice, fidelity, steadfastness, sincerity, 
honest and honorable bearing, — not by their facility in say- 
ing ' Lord, Lord.' Hence it is that abolitionists are charged 
with being uncharitable in judgment, by men to wliom the 
truth is painful as flame. 

oixthly. Our society is not a political party organization. 
Deprived though we are of the elective franchise, we yet 
might spend our strength in partizanship, did we believe it in 
the least calculated to promote oin- object : did we not feel that 
our aim ought to be higher and nobler ; did w^e not see that 
it is resorted to for the most part by men who lip.ve slavish 
tics of bondage yet strong upon their natures, and that, if 
sincere, the etlect of their sincerity c:enerally has been to 




/ is to secure, at tlic sacniice of principle, certain elections ; the 
result of wliicli. is, after all, uncertain. To legislative pcti- 
i ioiiinij; — to interroi^atina' candidates — to scatterin"' or -with- 
liol(tiiig votes — to procuring hy such influence the noniina- 
tion of anti-slavery candidates, avc give great comparative 
approljation. But we bear an equally solemn testimony to 
all about to join tlic cause against doing the dirty work of 
designing political partizans, even though they call them- 
selves abolitionists 7?ar excellence; and against voting for 
any but those who are determined on the abrogation of all 
constitutional and legal provisions of the National and State 
governments, which have for their object the sustaining of 
slavery, or in any manner assisting the slaveholder to main- 
tain his dominion over the slave. 

Seventhly, Our society is not a doctrinal dcl^ating club. 
In a large asscml)lage of persons, though they may bo united 
fur a siuglc object, there will of necessity be such a diversity 
of mind, throngh the differences of biilh, education, gifts, 
kuovv'lcdgc, grace and goodness, and circumstances in life, 
tliat much talk may be necessary about things, spiritual 
and temporal, in order to get tue pomt fairly before t.he 
minds of all. Much patience maybe also necessary to bear 
with illo£''ical conclusions and crude and ha]f-di"-estcd views. 
But is there a wise man, wlio loves Freedom, who will not 
cxen-ise patience, whde another Ijroiher is learning to 1)0 a 
wise num also ? On tlic other hand, Vv'ill not the brother who 
comes newly into the cause consider liimsclf bound to • osk 
liis friends at home,' rather than consume an unreasonable 
portion of their time in the meeting? By earnest love of 
the cause, all possible varieties of mind are so harmonized 
that they differ without incouveuicacc, and. without attcnjpt- 
iug, in this conncctiou, the lio])eless task of uJiiversal ngreo- 
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In tidLlitioii to these particulars, it is well to remark, that 
Avc arc not an intolerant society. AVc blame not those avIio 
prefer to aid the cause by themselves, Lecause they follow 
not ns. But, inasmuch as we know oi'vselvcs to have been 
both successful and sincere in its advocacy, we know by 
that same token that whoever, professiug to love it, at the 
same time attacks and vilifies abolitionists as a body, is 
cither convicted of ignorance or of hypocrisy. 

One word more we are bound to add, though it Aviil, per- 
chance, be considered the developement of a new principle, 
rather than the definition of a new measure. Whatever it 
may be deemed, our deep sense of its importance occasions 
it to modify all that wc do. We travel backward into the 
past, making centuries our stepping-stones. Kctraciug 
ciglitcen hundred of these foot-marks of giant Time, wc 
find ourselves in a scene not unlike the one presented by 
the passing hour. In the midst of bloodshed and oppres- 
sion — in the midst of a fierce struggle for freedom and 
independence on one hand, and slavery and subjugation on 
the other — on the plains of Palestine, then the battle-field 
between the stern -soulcd Jew and the despotic Pvoman — in 
the midst of scribes and pharisees, and doctors of the laws 
falsely called divine, a great principle was promulgated. A 
man arises, simple in manners, austere in morals, mighty in 
speech, powerful in illustration, and tells the people that 
force is ineffectual and unjiistifiable ; that rclaliaiion ought 
uo longer to have place ; that no human being shou.ld darken 
in blood ihe light of life in any other, however vile ; for that 
the heavenly Parent causes his siui to shiuc alike on the 
evil and on the good. This new Teacher proclaims as the 
standard of moral perfection, love to enemies, blessing to the 
malevolent, prayer and labor for the revengeful and tlie 
persecuting. This was indeed Religion — a rcbimling of 
the l)roken tics of Immanity ! and in view of a ]irinci])]e so 
heroic and holy, however it may subject us to cahimny mid 
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rcproacli, wc fed bound to declare to the slave, to tlic mas- 
ter and to the world, that whatever may bo the measures 
that wc adopt, they shall all be sanctified by the spirit of 
g'ood will and peace. 

OUU OBSTACLES. 

Tilc strand one is selfishness — the selfishness which wc 
liavc determined to drive from our own liearts, but which 
we find cherished in tlie hearts of others. But tliis is so 
general a statement as to convey no definite idea to minds 
unused to the contemplation of the subject. Wc nrust, in 
order to be understood, select specimen characters of each 
variety of mankind, and show how self-interest prompts 
them to cast themselves across the path of tlris cause. 
There is the man of business, who fears to lose money, or 
the opportunity of making it, by being true to the princi]i1es 
of Freedom and Christianity that he learned as a child. lie 
is concerned in navign,tion, and he wants the carrying trade 
of the South. Or his fortune is in manufacturing stock, and 
lie fears to mar it by any examination of this subject. Or 
lie is a commission merchant, and wants consignments of 
souihern products ; or an auctioneer, advertising negro-cloths ; 
or tlic creditor of the southern planter, holding a inortgngc 
of the plantation audits southern live-stock; or he is tlic 
owuer of uncultivated lands, that he cannot help foreseeing 
will need slave -labor ; or he manufactures pistols or slave- 
whips ; or he is a teacher or a jircacher, and fears Ids parish- 
ioners or the parents of his pupils, rerchaiicc his ships lie 
wnitiug a freight in southern ports, and are offered thousands 
of dollars money, which he does not feel er[iial to 

tiic task of refiisimi", thouG-h he must siiiii a bid of ladinir 
for said passengers, as though, they were bales of goods, nnd 
must superintend their being croAvdcd on board in irons, out 
of tlio prisons of our free nation, which are constantly lent 
for the slaveholder's accommodation. Again, ho may per- 
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soniilly liavc no interest at stake, but then he has one son 
a cotton-ngcnt in New Orleans, anotlicr a clergyman in 
Mississippi, or a danghtcr whom he hopes to marry to a 
•w^enlthy planter in Georgia, His taking an active part in 
the canse will spread rnin beyond himself. The vigilance 
committees of tlie South keep eagle watch. A single step 
on his part will ruin the reputation of his children there, 
and even peril their personal safety. 

Then ap-aiu, there are other relations ijilife than business 
ones. His church has named, or may name him a delegate 
to the Baptist Triennial Convention, the Methodist General 
Conference, the Presbyterian General Assembly, or the 
Congregational General Association, and he loves that eccle- 
siastical distinction. Those bodies may severally come to 
tlie resolution that their respective denominations, or thc 
interest of Zion at large, wiU lose ground among the people, 
if they should become strict to mark slaveholding iniquity. 
Each local church will, in consequence, proscribe its abolition 
members. For a man to become an abolitionist, in this state 
of things, is to lose his Christian character. 

Political preferment, too, is denied to the advocate of an 
unpo[)rd!rr cause ; and the man who has looked, forward to 
being Representative or Senator, Governor or Foreign min- 
ister, to a scat in tlie Cabinet or the Presidential chair — 
nay, even the woman who has hoped for these things for 
lier son or husband — will close their ears to the cry of op- 
pressed humanity, and vihfy and calumniate the abolitionist 
whose victory over his own selfishness is a re])roach to 
theirs. Thus is each in terror of Viis neighbor, till all. nobility 
of s[)ii-it is lost. Ko wonder that these craven souls hesitate 
to look an abolitionist in the face. 

Tlie 1oAV standard of rclii2-ion and morals is a most serious 
ol)SLac]e to tlie success of our cause. Slavery has almost 
prostrated the Cln-istian religion in our land. There is so 
liltle vital piety in our churches, that wiioever upliolds the L 
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niili-slavcry cause within tliem makes himself a prey. Tlic 
churches of the South hold slaves both in their church ca- 
pacity, and through their individual members, and arc sus- 
tained as Christians and as Christian churches in so doing, 
hy the clnirches and Christians at the North ! They all thus 
deny Christ as a Eedeemeti ; and when he appears among 
them, as of old in Judea, opening to them the hook of tlic 
law, and declaring from it that he has come to proclaim 
deliverance to the captive, and the opening of the ]irison 
doors to the hound, — to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, to wit, the yenr of general emancipation; they try, as 
did the Jews of old, to cast him headlonii' from the rock on. 
which their city is Iniilt. 

A grand obstacle is the avowed and determined neutnility 
of a large number of persoiis, owing to a degree of ignor- 
ance, almost incredible, of the practical requisitions of ihe 
Christian religion. These are the persons who compose the 
great body of the church members of New England, partic- 
nlarly the women, and for whose souls their respective min- 
isters must render an aAvful account. Notliing coukl more 
clenrly depict the state of mind superinduced by the labors 
of pro-.slavery clergymen, than the following letter, 'a true 
copy' of the mind ordinnrily considered religious. This 
gross darkness the light of the anti-slavery torch will shortly 
disperse, and nnless they repent, these clergymen will 1)0 
left to say like Wolsey — 

' TT.nl I b'.'.l sorvctl my God wiiii huii the zeril 
I've .•served vny • sod, 'he witild not in my ore 
Ifuve lufi nie luiked to laiuc enemies." 

It is flic nature of democratic principles to destroy ecdesi- 
astical domination, and the superstitions on. v/liicli it is 
founded. Men who tliink, easily see that sueh assinnp'tions 
of authority in spirituid concerns are in perfect harmony vritli 
the claim of ownershij) in the body. 





Letter. 

' I thongiit that I ought at least to have given you some 
reasons for my avowed neutrality on the siil:)ject of slavery. 
Perhaps if I Jtad, yon might have been able to remove some 
of my difficulties. To say that I abhor slavery so far as I 
am acquainted with it, and that I wish it may be abolished 
as speedily as ^?a<?.9iZ)Zr?, is no more than every person of com- 
mon humanity will say, let their views in regard to measures 
be what they may. It is a wicked infringement of the 
rights of man, a foul stain on our national character, and 
one for which Ave deserve, and I fear may yet experience, 
tlie judgments of Heaven. It seems as though no philan- 
thropist can help pitying the poor slaves, and wishing to 
relieve them; and no Christian can be insensible to the 
great moral evils of which this system is the source. I 
tliink tlie abolitionists have done good in waking up the 
commimity from tlieir iudifference on this subject, but I 
should be insincere if I did not say that I thought they liad 
done 'mjury too. The topic is a highly exciting one, and it 
it is dmost impossible to read the facts and statements con- 
nected with it without getting one's feelings deeply enlisted. 
Tliis I do not object to, pro\nded it occupies a subordinate 
place in our minds. Tor, after nil, it is not reliLLvm, and so 
far as it takes the place of religion, it ought, I think, to be 
deprecated. I have Ivuown those Avho had hecn devoted Chris- 
lians before theygol engaged in this subject, to become appa- 
rently iudiiTercnt to the advancement of Christ's kingdom, 
and the solvation of souls around them; seeming to feel 
that Ihey were jusUftcd in neglecting the claims of the 
Saviour to llieir services, Ijccanse the cause which interested 
them was so inipnrlant. I have known several individuals, 
wlio were profcsseuly ])ions and evangelictil. leave the 
sanctnary wliere the doctrines oHJie Cross were proclnimed, 
and go to hear what tlioy bchcvedwas error, bccanse it was 
])rcachcd by one of their party. I do feel, more and more, 
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that these " smooth doctnnes " will be the ruin of muUUudcs, 
who are thus taught to trust to their own righteousness Ibr 
salvation; and it is cause for deep regret that aw?/ who hope 
they have been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ 
should, by their example, give countenance to such fatal 
eiTor. Now it seems to me, that the anti-slavery movement, 
as it is managed in many instances, brings ail denominations 
upon a level, and is calculated to sink those distinctions 
between truth and error, which ought never to bo lost sight 
of. These are some of the difficulties in the way of bc- 
commg an abolitionist.' 

In consideration of the great numbers who have been 
deluded into thinking that the ' visiting of the fatherless and 
widows in their affUction ' is not reUsnon, it will be time here 
well spent to say a fcAV words. We would say to such 
minds as theirs. What is ' trutli ' ? and what is ' error ' ? 
What are ' the doctrines of the Cross ' ? They acknowledge 
that it is true that slavery is a sin, which ought to be imme- 
diately forsaken and repented of, and that no Christian can 
be insensible to its great moral evils, which are a foid stain 
on us, and for which we deserve the judgments of Heaven. 
Does it not follow then, on their own showinjr, that the 
' sanctuarv ' where the consideration of these thin2:s is slified, 
w^lh continual and laborious vigilance, is in fact no sanctuary 
at all, having lost its holiness when it began to reverberate 
the hypocritical ' Lord, Lord,' of those who do not the things 
which Christ said? Docs not the charge lie heaviest against 
yo2f., decent professor, who 'hope that you have been re- 
deemed by the precious blood of Christ,' of ' going to hear 
error because it is preached by one of your party' ? Know 
that the abolitionists have no 2^arti/. Tiiey bind themselves 
to the interests of universal humanity, for this world and the 
next. What else is ' Christ's kingdom' ond 'tlic salvation 
of souls' ? What is it to ' servo tlic Saviour' ? Is it not to 
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T)"nid lip 1.1 ic broken heart, to proclaim deliverance to the i 
captive, the opening of prison doors to the bound? Is it not 
to minister to the least of these his brethren, who are dc- 
l)rived of all things, and steeped to the very lips in degrada- 
tion, crime and infamy, through the oppression practiced on 
them by his protended servants ? It is a false and Rital 
idea, that this canse must ' hold a subordinate place, because 
it is 7iot religion! It is religion, though not the whole of re- 
ligion. It is obedience to that second great commandment, 
' Love thy neighbor as thyself,' which is like unto the first, 
that commands love to God. And will you dare to say that 
love to man, in obedience to God, is not religion? Will you 
dare to aflirm that to love man, not as rich, or wliitc, or 
wealthy, or honored, or one of the same sect, or belonging 
to tlie sa,me Tjarty, or as worthy and admirable — but as 
Christ loved him, overwhelmed with oppression, poverty 
and grief, scorned because of his race, of another blood and 
other associations, and spotted with the sins that his op]n-cs- 
sors have caused him to commit, — will you dare to allirm, 
that such love for him simply as the child of God, manifested 
in suiccrity and self-sacrifice, and with no paltry idea of 
one's oirii salvation in the deed, is not religion, and the 
CuRisTiAN religion too? Would you maintain a man as a 
preacher of the gospel, v.^hosc life contradicted his lips at 
every step, because his belief was correct? ' Tlie devils 
also believe and trcml>le,' nnd ' faith without works is dead.' 
For the snme reas.'>n that an abolitionist will not sustaiu in 
the ministry the drunkard, the debaucliee, or their apologists, 
by his cormtenance or by his money, though their creed may 
be fiuiitless — for that same reason he refuses to sustain the 
slavehtniler or his apologist as a minister of religion. They 
nre criiniuid themselves, and the occnsion of crime in others. 
They luid symptithisc with the powerful and the wicked 
tn cns]a\-e :ind corru])t the weak and the innocent. AVc i 
knuw bv that token that the advancement of the Saviour's k 



kingdom, and the promotion of evangelical piety, are not in 
their hearts. "What sense have they of the character of 
God, or t'lie perfections of Christ, who will not strive to con- 
form themselves and the world thereto? Having sinned 
away their moral sense, they resist every new application of 
their own professed principles, which the providence of God 
calls upon them to make. When we see them startled and 
excited to enmity by such a new application, we know by 
that token that their seeming acquiescence in any ajiplication 
of them is merely a mingling of superstition and servility, and 
not a heartfelt conviction. The man who, being a professed 
Christian, apologises for slavery in the United States, would 
not hesitate to do the same for the sin he now calls the 
deadliest, under a similar stress of public opinion, ThTough 
the hypocrisy of these men, Christianity is degraded, even 
below paganism. ' The beasts,' says Euripides, ' are pro- 
tected by the rocks, and vile slaves by the altars of the gods.' 
'Not so in Clnistian New-England I At which of her altars 
can the slave take sanctuary ? It is the vile master to whom 
their shadow yields a refuge : — so like themselves have 
these cravens made their gods, on the soil that their fathers 
sought to have consecrated everlastingly to the God of right- 
eousness and truth I 

Though abolitionists, in their associated capacity as such, 
arc laboring only for the extinction of slavery, yet let not 
the pro-slaveiy clcrg^'- of our land wonder at that examina- 
tion of their claims now going on among their flocks, which 
has been induced by a comparison of those claims with their 
conduct on the subject of slavery; — -an examination, of 
which, in 1S37, we pointed out to them the beginning, nnd 
wliich is the natural fruit of their unrighteous course. 

Our cause is also delayed by the difficulty it meets in 
obtaining consideration from those women who, w^ithout 
1 having put their consciences into the hands of their minis- 
A\ ters, are yet given over to frivolity, as their appropriate 
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sphere. With the avmngoments of society respecting 
women, which many admit to be the cause of this frivohty, 
we liavc, as ahohtionists, notliing to do, but to urge upon 
women to do good, in cariying forward the anti-shwery cause 
by every riglit means, and according to their own conscien- 
ces, tliough all mankind stood in the way, marking out for 
them their little round. Nothing, however small, should be 
neglected, that comes in the shape of duty ; but the less 
never should be allowed to supercede the greater. ' This 
ought they also to have done, and not to have left the other 
undone,' We commend, for the justice of its views, the 
following extract from Dr. Charming' s pamphlet entitled 
' Emancipation.' 

' Womtui should talk of the enslaved to her husband, 
and do what she can to awaken, amongst his ever thronging 
worldly cares, some manly indignation, some interest in hu- 
man freedom. She should breathe into her son a deep sense 
of tlic Vv^rongs which man inflicts on man, and send him 
forth from her arms a friend of the weak and injured. She 
should look on her daughter, and shudder at the doom of so 
many daughters on her own shores. When she meets with 
Avoman, she should talk with her of the ten thousand homes 
which have no defence against licentiousness, against viola- 
tion of the most sacred domestic tics; and through licr 
wliole intercourse, the lit season should be chosen to give 
strength to tliat deep moral conviction whicli. can aloue over- 
come tliis tremendous evil. 

' I know it wilt l.)c said, that in thus doing, woman Avill 
wander beyond her splicre, and forsake her proper work. 
\\ Iratl do I hear sucli language in a civilized age, and in a 
itmd of Christi'anity ? What, let me ask, is woman's work ? 
It is to be a minister of Christian love. It is to sympathize 
with human misery. It is to breathe sympathy into iuan's 
lu-art. It is to keep ahve in society some I'eehug of human 



27 

brotlicrliood. Tliis is licr mission on cartli. "Woman's 
splicrc, I nm toM, is home. And wliy is home insliiiitod ? 
Why are domestic relations ordained? These rchitions are 
for a day; they cease at the grave. And what is tlicir great 
end? To nonrii^h a love which will endure forever, to 
awaken nnivcrsal sympathy. Oar ties to our parents nrc to 
hind us to the Universal Parent. Otir frnternal bonds to 
lielp us to see in all men our brethren. Home is to lie a 
nursery of Cln'istirins ; and wdiat is tlie end of Christianity 
but to av\'aken in all souls the principles of nnivcrsal justice 
and universal charity. At liomc we are to learn to love onr 
neighbor, our enemy, the stranger, the poor, the oppressed. 
If home do not train us to this, then it is Avofully perverted. 
If home counteract and quench the spirit of Christianity, 
then we must remember tlie Divine Teacher, who com- 
mands us to forsake father and mother, brother and sister, 
wife and child, for his sake, and for the sake of his truth. 
If the walls of home are the buhvarks of a nnrrow, clannish, 
love, ihrongh wlhcli the cry of human miseries and. Avi-ongs 
cannot penetrate, then it is mockery to talk of tlieir sacred - 
iK^ss. Domestic hfc is at present loo much in lioslihly to 
tlie spirit of Cln'ist. A fanxily should be a community of 
dear friends, strengthening one another for the service of 
tr.eir fellow creatures. Can wo give the name of Christian 
to most of our families? Can we give it to women who 
have no thonghts or sympathies for undtitndes of Iheir own 
sex, distant only three days' journey from their doors, and 
exposed to outrages, from wdiich they would pray to hfive 
their OAvn daughters snatched, thoi'gh it were by death 
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If it nuist he. in the nature of thinirs, that all women Avho 
embrace this cause are to fmd it A7orkin2: ont deliverance 
also for tlieniselves, shall that be registered against the 
cause, as a tault, by the descendants of the rilgrinis — the 
children of tliosc who renounced case and -wr-jlth, and rank 
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and fashion, for the same principles, and to whom the rennn- 
ciation .<?avc freedom in their veneration ? 

jDiit, whatever be the canses of selfish frivolity among 
women, (and it wonld be departing from oar track to give 
them time in this connection,) the fact of its existence is 
indispntal)le. Is there an abolitionist, whose sonl has not 
sank in liim on listening to the prattle witli which so many 
set this cansc of humanity aside. ' Oh I I take no interest 
in it — how can I? It is so political!' As if a woman 
had no conntry ! As if it were not the brother of her yonth, 
and the fatlier of lier children, who must go, thougli the 
summons fmd them at the fancral of their father, to quench 
tlie flames of insurrection with, tlieir blood ! ' How can you 
expect me to take an interest in all this ? The veiy mention 
of these wretched blacks shocks me — they are an inferior 
race — slavery and prejudice are the ordination of Provi- 
dence. They are very well ofl' at the South — let them go 
to Africa — they are the descendants of Ham, ond the curse 
of Cain is upon them. Our minister thinks you are entirely 
in the WTong — my husband says the North has nothing to 
do with it.' Ah ! what a disclosure is here of the exceeding 
need of labor to diffuse information, even if this woman is 
honest in saying these things, and sliould be v/illing to receive 
it. Garrison's Thoughts on Colonization, L'lnst'.mt's Prize 
Essay, Slavery as it is, Stroud's Laws of the Slave States, 
Jay on the Action of the Federal Gox^erninent, Mrs. Cln'ld's 
Appeal for that class of Americans called Africans — will she 
read all these? Her ignorance needs flicm all. AVili she 
profit by them ? Iler minister and her husband will do wiiat 
they can to prevent. We solemnly adjure all such, inasmuch 
as tlicy must ansv/er for themselves ' at the dreadful judgment 
seat,' to examine and decide for themselves now, upon a 
question so momentous. ' How low, vulgfir, and luiinterest- 
ingl' says another. 'How can I care ibr such a subject? 
Its details disgu.st me.' And thus they rt.-fiise to consider 
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the subject in all its beauty and vastncss. What in reahty 
is it? Why, Freedom! Liberty I Tlic ground-work of the 
human, soul, without which it cannot have its being, but 
becomes brutihed I the theme of Greek and Ilom;in. story I 
tlic rallying-word of Gallic chivalry ! our own dearest her- 
itage from our English ancestry ! the breath of life to litera- 
ture, science, art ! the inspiration of every soul-stirring bat- 
tie-song of Germany, or Switzerland, or Spain, or Scotland I 
the sold of religion I the embodiment of the sublime and 
beautiful in morality ! the synonyme of generous constancy, 
and courage, and fidelity, in this age of cowardly oppression 
and selfish treachery! All this is our cause, which looks to 
you but as a disgusting, apochryphal story of a ' whipped 
back, washed with cayenne pep])cr water I ' You cannot 
come to our meetings, you say, because you hate a vulgar, 
urnvashcd crowd, ' sprinkled witJi negroes,' All I delicate 
friends ! what you so denominate is, after all, that grand 
part of Good's creation, for which this 'brave o'erarcliing 
firmament,' and these 'high mountains that are a feeling,' 
(wliieh you sometimes rave about,) were made. The voice 
of the conunon thousands, crying, ' Freedom forever ! free- 
dom for alt ! for the slave as for us and our cliildren I ' is a 
souiid thnt might waken even your dead hcjirts into life. It 
will shortly gain full utterance. Legislative hall, magnilicciit 
drnAviug-room, ajid metio[)olitan temjilc, too, notwitlistaiidijig 
the guard mounted in the pulpit, will ere lung 1)C (illcvd wilii 
the idea; and millions nowlyijig crushed and imbriited, will 
be called uj) by it to their true })lace in the creation of God, 
of whicli your suj)ineness and affectation of fastidiousness 
now help to dc]irive them. Are you willing to hvc, and lot 
all this be done Avithout you — nny, in s})itc of you ? ' Ihit 
yom- leading men arc so unknown to us I That Gnrriso]) I ' 
' One .lohn INIillon I ' You have not tlie ftudt of (..ioldsiuil If s 
' Croaker.' You have not Ihe gift of foreseeing, 1(.>o strojig 
upon you. lU does it become an^ America]! to sneer, as /:' 
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you uvo constantly doing, at negroes. 'Not one of tlicm 
I do yon moot, bending bcncatli the weight of wrong and 
l)ondage, Avhosc presence is not a powcrfnl admonition to 
yon to vmdo tlic wrong yonr fathers liavc done, if yon would 
have your children live in peace and die iu any other way 
than by the liorrors of insurrection and anarchy. This, or 
the extinction of slavery, is the alternative. 

But -'these negroes' are not of such, despicable descent. 
Arc you proud of bearing the names of Norman barons? 
Think res])cctfnlly, then, of those who sprung from African 
]irinces, with the l)est blood of the South in their veins to 
boot. 

But our most serious hindrance has been occasioned by 
those Avho began with us to advocate the cause, without 
countinir the cost, and were turned back, nfiainst tjicir bettor 
knowledge and against their conscientious convictions, by 
the pressure of the world upon tliem. As a traitor in the 
camp is more Imrtful than an enemy in fi-ont, so such per- 
sons as these are often more detrimental to the cause than 
the slaveholder himself If at the moment when decisive, 
vigorous, uncompromising conduct is demanded by its inter- 
ests, one who has professed to desire its advancement is 
seen drawing back, apologising for slaveholders, sheltering 
the advocate of slavery from the disgrace he merits, giving 
up the friends of freedom to their false accusers, clogging 
the wheels of the movcjnent with expressions of doubt as 
to tlie propriety of calling crime criminal, if the j^erpctrators 
chance to be liis own spiritual or political leaders, or per- 
sonal friends, — if the profes.sing friend is found thus con- 
dncting, lie becomes the most serious of all obstacles. 
The last state of such men Ave have CA'cr found worse 
than their iirst. "M'heu once they have been driven by 
seUishucss or terror to retrace their steps, tliey immediately 
1^ strive to justify tliemsclves by cahnnniating the In-ethron 
^\ tiicv liave deserted. Thev devote themselves, with renewed 
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energy, to the promiilgaliori of slaveliolding religion. They 
strive to sustain unclianged all those institutions of .society, 
into whieli the roots of slavery have become so swarded, 
that an attempt to destroy them shakes the vv^hole soil. We 
cannot give freedom to the slaves, but by ]-emoving this evil 
influence, — but by exjiosing this treachery and hypocris}^ 
wherever and whenever it obstructs the way. Treacherous 
hypocrisy, thus met, is utterly unscrupulous in its clioicc of 
weapons-by which to repel the truth, tliat destroys its chance 
of success. Jt is even ready to recall the grim old days of 
the conclave and the star-chamber; and fain to steep the 
land in forgetfuhiess of all that is glorious in the past, since 
the efibrts of our English progenitors removed the brand 
of treason from the brows that bend to Right before Allegi- 
ance, and since the Protest of Luther made broad the line 
between dissent and sacrilege. 

When traitors and hypocrites become fully possessed of 
the fact, iliat slavery is so intertwined in our country with 
each Avholesome plant as to stop its grov^h, tlicy begin to 
declare that it is perilous to strive to ]>luck it up so vigor- 
ously. Nay — they ask, is it not wholesome in itscll', in 
some circumstances ? As often as it is toucbofl, its mandrake 
groanings are terrible to liear, and make the listener mad. 
' Church and State, SaTjbath and Ministry,' they cry, ' must 
fall, if you touch sla\"ery : and better, far better, that slavery 
should remain perpetual.' "Wlicn once the recreant soid 
reaches this conclusion of its backward traclv, it loses all 
claim to tlie name of abolitionist, and becomes the worst of 
all liindrances. Tlie pride of consislcncy, however, comptds 
them to claim the ap])eliatioj]. ]3ut in vaiu do tliey now 
strive to change the issue they at first raised, by resolving 
tliemselvcs into a third political ])arty, and eiicleavoriii'.!.- to 
escape the condemuaaion that their first course of o>i|)Osiiion 
incurred, l)y nominating eacli other as candidates i'or ofiice. 
Their selfish folly is only tlie more apnarcnl to us, and will 
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shortly become cfiiially so to the few whom they have 
succeeded in deceiving. To this insensate selfishness has 
it been owing that, in the shallow sea of national politics, 
the tide seems to run higher against the cause than it did 
some years since. Tlien a slaveholder could not be put in 
nomination for the Presidency. jSfow, Henry Clay, — the 
owner of slaves, the President of the Colonization Society, 
the man who said that he would never hsten to a proposition 
for emancipation, — is put in nomination for that office. 

We are no partizans. Alike to ns are Avhig or democrat, 
Daniel Webster or Henry Clay, Calhoun or Van Buren. Of 
Birney, too, we know that many things are dearer to him 
than Freedom, We judge each by his conduct, and not by 
the flouting banner under which he ranges himself; and we 
fmd all unworthy of the aj)probuLion of abolitionists. But 
Henry Clay is the man who, from his Senatorial seat, once 
nppenled to the Women of the North to keep silence on 
tlic subject of slavoM-y. Be may liave long since forgotten 
it, l)ut among us it is freshly remembered ; and we are 
impelled to answer him by the consideration that he now 
presents himself for the suffi-ages of our husbands, our 
])rothcrs and our friends. 

ADDRESS TO HENUY CLAY. 

SrR, — From your ]->ln.ce in the Senate, and in the hearing 
of tlie nation, 3^011 have addressed that portion of your coun- 
trywomen who have given tlieir countenance to the abolition 
of slavery, adjuriug them to reflect and to desist. They 
OAvc a voice responsive to that adjuration, to you, to them- 
selves niid to their country, and much more to the holy 
cause of Freodoui, to which they have bound themselves. 

We linve not thouabtlcssly and carelessly sent up our 
spirits into the councils of the nation. It is not A\nthout the 
most careful scrutiny of the subject, and the deepest solem- 
nity of self-communion, that we have taken the position of 
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intense and life-long hostility to slavery. All yonv arguments 
before the Senate for its continuance, with otliers which arc 
to our minds ciuite as weighty, have tigain and again passed 
before us, and have as often been found baseless and unsat- 
isfiictory. Yon do but deceive yourself, in fancying that a 
form of rejecting our petitions would have stilled the agita- 
tion of the claims of three millions of your countrymen and 
ours, who have been rendered incapable of preferring those 
claims in their own persons, by the workings of your sys- 
tem. Would this heaven-daring amount of crime and injus- 
tice — woidd our grief and indignation, as wo Ijehold it, have 
been lessened by any possible mockery of forms ? jNo ! the 
work of universal abolition, which you correctly state to be 
our object, is one which can neither be checked nor arrested 
b^^ the American Congress. It is a movement too grand and 
magnificent — too strong and too holy. Our free govern- 
ment, of which you speak — the dearest hope of civiliza- 
tion — has done a glorious work for the world universally. 
Its sixty years of operation have so strengthened the minds 
of many in the principles of freedom, that they revolt as 
from personal indignity when slavery aflronts them with her 
baleful presence. Those principles have become an insep- 
arable part of the existence of thousands and tens of thou- 
sands. They will teach them in the house, and they will 
speak of them by the way. They will live by them. When 
they behold them violated, they v\dll overwhelm the mi wor- 
thy deed with tlieir reprobation, though Senates sit ignobly 
devising formulas by wliich to hush them. Of what avail 
is it to the slaveholder, that the general government has no 
power in the States ? When have the abolitionists petitioned 
it to exercise such power? AVe know its limitations, and 
liave never asked of you to overleap them. But, the gen- 
eral government is but tlie expression of the national heart, 
and it is with that heart we have to do. A moral revolution, 
such as beiran in the United States in 1629, never vet went 



backward. Witness the existence of Christianity — the 
Kcfomiation of Lather — the aboUtion of suu^cry by Great 
Britain. The powers of speech and of the press, invested 
as they are by this magnificent idea, Avith the awful sanc- 
tions of laAV ahke and gospel, of reason and rchgion, operate 
in a circumference larger than that described by the ma- 
chinery of governments. Governments are but their guards 
and servants, not their masters. Their eflect must evermore 
be freedom. Year after year, the great free voice will come 
up stronger and stronger; the agitation will grow wider and 
deeper. No Congress can stay it — no combination can 
check it. It is the voice of God, announcing to the earth 
that slavery shall be no longer. 

AVe have asked of the general government only what it 
is confessedly competent to perform, by the assumption of 
Congress itself, ever since its first organization; by the con- 
cession of Congressional committees on the District, from 
time to time ; by concession of eleven hundred of the inhab- 
itants of the District itself, in 1827 ; by concession of grand 
juries of the District; by virtual assertion of ten State 
Legislatures ; by the recorded petitions of numerous bodies 
of citizens of the slave States, to be found on the journals 
of the Senate and the House of Representatives, between 
the years 1822 and 1830 ; by the concession of southern 
statesmen, legislators, and constitutional lawyers, wiiose 
great names time would fail us to cnumern.tc. From all 
these, as well as from the millions of si^-naturcs to northern 
pel itions, it appears that an overvdielming majority of the 
people of the United States hdieve, that, by the Constitu- 
tion, Congress possesses /70?;Tr, unquestionable and undoubt- 
ed, to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. All this 
is suilicient to o^'errulc objections of far more spcciousness 
and plausibility than the si/pjwscd sKjrposifimis of Maryland 
and Virginia at the time of cession, or tluui Mr. Clay's opin- 
ion of what makes a scat of government comforial)le, ovnil- jj^ 
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able and convenient, or the disposition of some of the pre- 
sent inhabitants of the ?u)istrict to elevate themselves into a 
government for the United States on the subject of slavery, 
and to preserve forever, in the centre of the nation, a flov/- 
ing -well-head of shame and guilt and danger — a pubUc 
nuisance and disgrace, wliich were it as offensive to the 
senses as it is to the soul, could not have place a single 
hour. Are the United Stales to continue to sanction slavery 
because Mr. Clay's nerves are so indurated to its horrors, 
that he can be sufiicientlv 'comfortable' in a slavelioldinir 
Distiict? Is slavery to be tolerated in the District, because 
the establishment of freedom in it would be an inconven- 
ience to the slaveholders of Marvland and Virsiinia? Is the 
onward and upward march of a great people to be stayed, 
lest the seat of its government should become a refuge for 
the desolate and oppressed? The vision your words have 
made to j^ass before us is too beautiful to fade away, witliout 
having stirred our souls to renewed exertion that it may be 
realized. It stimulates us to upraise again to God and men, 
tlie united strength of our supplication for the deliverance of 
a people groaning under centuries of wrong and bondage ; 
and never, till the last fetter melts awav, shall we cease to 
call on you and every member of the government to let 
Freedom protect your chosen seat: — 'Hide tlie outcast I 
Bewray not him that wandereth 1 Let mine outcasts d\veli 
with thee I Deliver him that is spoiled out of tlie hand of 
the oppressor I ' 

Our great confederacy, to which you, witli so much pride 
and satisfaction, refer — what is it? and for what purpose 
was it formed? To establish justice: but the man who 
docs not feci, in every emot-ou of his soul, that the power 
vviiich should chain and drive liim past your capitol with 
scourgijigs is luijiist — it, becomes not him to take licr very 
nauic upon liis lips. 77('/- liandaged eye sees no distinction 
between the dark representative of an unbroken AlVican 



I line, and llic wliitc (Icscondarit of a hinidrcd Englisli pro- 
j i^ciiitors, From jiirstico only can spring that * dornostio iran- 
quilily,' or tliat assurance or'li])erly for our posterity,' which 
the (edcral league was formed to secure. Two Inmdred 
years of Avrongful legislation can effect no change in the 
nature of things. The heing you claim as your slave is a, 
man; and therefore in him you never did have, you never 
can have property. It matters not to those who look on the 
afliiirs of Time hy the light of Eternity, though all the years 
t!ie sun has ever measured were summoned by yon to ' sanc- 
tify' your claim. Time can do many thmgs ; hut to destroy 
the incaleulable dinbrenco between matter and spirit — to 
annul the eternal distinction between a child of God and 
the things Avitli which God has surrounded him, a thousand 
years arc as one day. 

Justic'-, y; u assert, claims compensation. Compensation 
to whom Most willingly and joyiliUy should $1 200,000,000 
be paid by this nation, if it could compensate for wrong and 
outrage unutterable — for centuries of bondage and unrc- 
fjuited toil — for forcible separation of famihes — for bligiited 
aspirations — for darkened intellect — for the crushing out 
of the best hopes of this lifcj and the deprivation of those 
I of anotlicrl Millions on miUions for the emancipated — not 
a cent for the slavelioldcr ! But Mr. Clay cannot be serious 
in his assertion that emancipation would annihilate this im- 
mense value. It surely is not left him to learn of us., that 
emancipation only removes his calculation from its present 
nuctuating basis to tiie solid earth, the only secure foundation, 
i ->seithcr can it be possible that Mr. Clay fails to perceive thtc 
! want of agreement between diflercnt parts of his speech. It 
cannot have escaped him, that if schools opened Cor slaves by 
humane and religious "persons, Avere of any real utility to 
1 them, they could not have remained ignorant and un]>rc]»arcd 
1 for freedom. If the operation of those schools was the bruiify- 
m ing one of rendering men content in slavery, Vv'c vejoicc that 



llic efforts of iVbolitionlsts have caused tlioir suj^pressioii. 
IMi". Cliiy sj)eal\S of tlic rc(|uisi1:ions of candor and im])ai*- 
t'r.dity, in one part ofliis speech, and, in anotlier, cl<iinis lliat; 
men of color sliall be counted as live-stock. In one hrealh 
lie appeals to tlio Seardicr of hearts, to witness Ids love of lil)- 
erty, and, in another, declares his inunutahle (letcrunnation to 
ojipose a]iy scheme of emancipiJion, whether i^nuhud or im- 
raedinte. Jn one moment, he seems lo dread that the colored 
race may gain ascendancy — the next, he dwells on their 
ignorance and numerical inferiority. Such inconsistency 
cannot have been nnperceived hy him ; nor can we, in view 
of his opportunities and abilities, venture to presume sucli 
ignorance as his speech supposes. Was it, unknown to you, 
sir, at the lime of expressing your dread of any inlerference 
with the pccrdiar instilntions of the slave Slates, tliat nu» 
racrons societies exist in Great Britain, comnrisimi- the 
choicest spirits of the nation, which have the nholilion of 
^InYci-y tkrot'.ghout tJ/c v-orld for their express object? Do 
yon not know, that no moral or religious entcr})rise ever was 
nndertakcn, that did not make its projectors feel, that ' tlieir 
country was the Avorld — their countrymen all ninnkiud'? 
In this holy enterprise, vSpain, France, Great ]>rilaiu, Amer- 
ica, arc as one, and each after each will the movements of 
their governments indicate the progress of Freedom thiougli 
the nations. AW the machinery of publications, denuncia- 
tions, declarations, to Vvdiich yon allude, as wanton and cruel 
assaults on your institution, are T)rought to bear on this very 
question, as it exists both in European colonies and among 
ourselves. Enirlislunen. and men of all nations, whose moi-al 
sense is outraged by slavery, liavc been laboring for its ex- 
tinction in the midst of our nation. Vv'liy have we not lieard 
Mr. ('lav's india'uant remonstrance ae'ainst Euirhmd ? Wliy 
has not a bui'st of overwhelnu'ng accusation gone over fVonr 
the South to the F>ritish rarliament, as wlien seven tluuiders 
nttcr their voices? TMiv has all her action on this ssjbiect 
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been oiiimgeous violence, or cnifly diplomacy? Ikicaiiso 
the South is pci-feclly aware Ilia I moral cilbrts of men of one 
nation jo change tlic hearts of men of another, arc a violation 
neither of national right, nor of international law. Because 
Mr. Clay knows, that tlic ground on which the missionary- 
stands is holy; and if the truth he promulgates makes men 
feel wining to loose the heavy bmxlens and let the oppressed 
go free, Mr. Clay can but beseech lum to l.)c silent, and. draw 
on a brilliant imagination to picture the dreadful consecpien- 
ces of righteousness ; trusting, meanwliile, that the murder- 
ous spirit which scKishness and slavery arouse in men's 
hearts, may quench the spirit of freedom and humanity. 
But, civilization, though, long stayed in her progress by 
domestic slavery, has yet so far trirnnphed over barbarism, 
that speecli and the press arc abstractly deemed free. Jn. 
spite of the l.)lindiiig mists of slavery, Americans in the 
northern States, at least, begin to discriminate between trea- 
son and free discussion — l)etwecn the preacher of right- 
eousness and the ])olitical emissary — betw^een the exercise 
of man's just rights, and the inthction of horrible outrages 
in support of WTong. ' Yv^jy,' you exclaim, 'arc tlie slave 
States wantonly and cruelly assailed?' AVliy do they Avan- 
toidy and cruellv ontrairc the moral sense of Christendom? 
' Why are your efibrts confined to the free States?' Be- 
cause the spirit and the gains of slavery are diffused through 
all classes and conditions of society 7/-c/c. Because it is em- 
ploying time and means and opportimitics to the best advan- 
tage, to work outward from our own hearth-stones. Cast 
yourself back inlo tlio recent past, and behold for ten suc- 
ccssiv(> years the outrage and insult — the demolition of 
humh'lc dwellings — the violence of mobs — the flames of 
lurrning cities — wh.ich have followed free words and right 
deeds in northern Sttites, and you will instantly perceive that 
it is no uuv.'orthy consideration of ]iersonal sa.fety thatlnds 
us make thrri' the iuh-rum bv Vvdhch to move tiie South. 
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No: — for wliilc we gather nroimtl our oavvl firesides, willi 
all the sliicldiris]^ that our free State in.n*crnment can rrivc us, 
and protected by the abstract opinicns of our fellow-citizens, 
even uow — in the very midst of iis — 'sits J-)Ai\(!ER, with 
his feet upon the hearth !' It is the South Avhic]i. is operating 
upon tlic institutions of the North! and the right of associ- 
ation denied — of petition suObcated — of speecli .forbid- 
den — of meeting at the mercy of Violence — nay, tlie right 
to Uve overwhehncd by Murder — attest with wiiat success. 
It is the Scmt/t, w'ho are outraging all the laws of neighbor- 
hood and humanity. It is you who liave ' subsidized presses, 
and made large pecuniary contributions.' It is you have 
* sent forth numerous missionaries' througli our borders, to 
attack our institutions and our persons. Yours cannot live 
unless ours perish. You have set fire to our beautiful capi- 
tals ; but, God be praised, -yow cannot make us liave recourse 
to retaliatorv violence. We suffer, and we knoAv not wlicn 
shall be tbe end. But, sooner or later, tlie hour will come. 
The slave will be free ! We know it, because Ave feel that 
no Senatorial breath, hov.'ever potent, no words, feebly ]iic- 
turini2: as a wratli to come that which has alreadv been real- 
ized, can melt away the free souf s resolute devotedness. 
No labor of the President of a Colonization Society to 
spread l)eforc us the friglitful enmity between the races, 
will avail to prevent us from pouring forth the spirit of re- 
pentance, and reconciliation, and forgiveness, into llie hearts 
of l)ot,h. Nothing which deeply concerns tlic human race 
should excite derision; but it will not lie v.^onderfu], should 
the inconsiderate, both at the North, and the South, be at a 
loss v.dicthcr to deride the ignorance, or to condemn, the in- 
sincerity, whicli alludes with horror to the mingling of l!ie 
two races, notwithstanding it goes on under the institutioii 
of slavery, unregulated and. uncliei.'ked. You appeal lo cu- 
jiidity, to prejudice, to cherislied li:iire<h — su'.-cessfully, no 
doubt, for tlioy exist to an. a.larmina' c-xt^-ut. Vdm ass!n'(> us 
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tlic while iiiuii cannot treat llic man of color poacenbly. 
Sir, a])(>liiinnisis arc men of like passions "wilh olliersi, and 
liave, J ike them, l)ecn colonizalionists and slavcliolders ; yet 
they have overcome their murderous hatred to the colored 
mail. Men's lieurts, and men's honies, arc as open to In'ni 
as to the white man, wherever tlie al)ohtion sentiment has 
penetrated. The spirit of Freedom is even now wrestling 
in Massacliusetts for a legislative acknowledgement of the 
essential equality of the man of color; and that last relic of 
caste and its bigoted meanness, the marriage la,w, is about 
to be swept away. 

Freedom, you fear, Avonld excite fearful struggle, disorder 
and distress, at the South. In Heaven's name, sir, what 
exists there now but struggle, and disorder, and distress, and 
stripes, and tears, and tyranny, and unrcrpiited toil, and 
scorn, and Avvath, and families parted by force, and a spirit 
of mutiny, and constant apprehension, and slaves assassin- 
atin<2; their masters, and ignorant wretches massacred for 
firing cities in their insane vengeance, or Imntcd witli dogs 
lor asserting their freedom ; barbarism and oppression hand 
in hand, violence and murder in the halls of legislation, Sen- 
ators reaching their places in the councils of government by 
yielding up tlic hopes and rights of man Avhene\"er ambition 
dcyniauds the sa.critice ? And yet, Mr. Clay w^ould consider 
tlic event a most direful one, which should put the cause of 
these atrocities in jeopardy 1 ITc would liave its considera- 
tion evermore shifted, to the shoulders of posterity, from age 
to age ; and yet, while loading them with his own fearful 
responsihilil ies, he professes Lo liave at heart, above ah oilier 
objects, the well being of his own descendants and his own 
race I and calls on the Searcher of Jicarts to witness that lu's 
own beats higli with the love of civil liberty 1 1 Has he a 
love of liberty who goes ab(uit balancing liis ojcn safety and 
coveuiencc, his oicn descendants and race, against the eter- 
nal ]M-iueiplf?s v.-hich gunrnnlee the saiety and freedom of 
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the world I Shame; sliamc I mdignantly exclaims the 
Christian, for the distinctive feature of his rehgion is its 
universahty; — the philanthropist, for lie loves man; — the 
true statesman and patriot, for they see that this question is 
no less a test now, than in the days of Wilhcrforce nnd 
Clarkson, of who is fit to destroy and who to save a nation. 
You call upon abolitionists to subdue in their liearts the love 
of universal libertv. We could not if we would — we would 
not if we could. We say with Luther, * It is neither safe 
nor right to do aught against conscience. Here stand we — 
we can no other — God help us — Amen I ' In a right- 
eous cause we know not fear ; though Mr. Clay is shaken 
with apprehensions of the evil consequences of universal 
liberty. Sir, your fears are no measure of your brother's 
rights. Is slaveiy a violation of them ? Reason and Reve- 
lation and the heart of man, and the voice of GJod in them 
all, say Yes ! and yet you bid us fca?' to present to you our 
petitions for the extinction of such parts of it as lie within 
your jurisdiction, and call this terror-stricken circle of cor- 
rupt public opinion, which your judgement has marked out 
for us, ' our own appropriate and delightful sphere I ' This 
style is unworthy alike of you and of ourselves — alike un- 
worthy of the American Senator and the Americon woman. 
It is not the lansruao e of one hi^h soul to another, and there- 
fore it passes by us as the wind. It is tluis we educate our 
sons in Massachusetts. They must see us impervious to 
sophistry, or they will not truly appreciate reasoning. They 
must see ns disregarding appeals to the educational weak- 
ness of woman, or they will have reason to despise the 
mothers that bore them. Unless they see us awake to the 
fallacies of an assumed authority, they will grow up its 
dupes and its slaves. If they behold us weakly yielding 
up our convictions of duty to freedom and humanity and 
God, when human love and honor are the bribes, can we 
expect them, in the siruua'lo of life, which they are so soon 
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to enter, to pieserve in violate their s tend fast fKle''ay to the. 
righteous and the true? If they behold lis overwhelmed 
with terrors at tlie rage of the wicked and unreflecting, can 
Ave expect of them a noble courage? 'No: — since our 
example will educate them, we sliall labor to make it a good 
and wortliy one. 

But, (since Mr. Clay dwells so much on consequences,) 
we will direct his attention to those which must ensue, if 
the slaveholding States persist in those aggressions upon the 
rights of tlie free States, which are the necessary con- 
sequences of slavery. The form, of "Union, which now 
exists, will speedily perisli, as all that is valuable in the 
reality lias long since done ; the slaveholding States will 
stand alone, and will be far more exposed than they now 
are to tlie moral influences which they so much dread. 
They are now shielded fi'om the full force of these impres- 
sions by tlie interjiosition of their northern apologists, and 
by the existing form of Union. Those removed, they must 
repent or perish. Let him be assured, meanwhile, of our 
constant and devoted lives in the cause of Freedom, as long 
as life shadl be aivcn us. Let him be assured that — 

" Freedom's bfittle, once begun, 
Ecciueallied from bleotiinc; sire to son. 
Though bafllcd oA, is ever won ! ' 

OUll TEMPTATIONS. 

They are those which are incident to human nature. An 
abolitionist is a man of like })assions with a slaveholder; 
and the onlv difference betv/een the two is, that the former 
is striving to subject his mind to the dominion of right prin- 
ciple and good feehng. But Covetousness stands by, to 
urge us to keep back a ])art of the price of abolisliing 
slavery; and Ambition prompts us to cling to place and 
power, at the sacrillce of princi})lc ; and Pride makes us 
forget the lowly bondman by intense self-remembrance ; and 



Vanity makes ns nshnmod to net in the presence of ortr res]iee- 
li\'C coteries, whether fashionahlc, political, mercantile, htc- 
rary or clerical, in behalf of a canse which they all contemn. 
These are temptations from Avithont, at the commencement | 
of onr con.rsc as al)olitionists. Others assnil iis from w^ithin ! 
onr cam|). Tliere are traitors in it, who have yielded to the 
temptations from without, and wc liesitate to brand tliem as 
sncli, lestwc too shonld fall Avhen tempted, and l.)e compelled, 
in onr tarn, to feel the scorching infliction which it is the 
right and the duty of Fidelity to bestow. This is tlie tempt- 
ation of Selfishness, bidding us save ourselves ])nin and 
inconvenience, and, possibly, self-condemnation, at the 
expense of the cause. Some arc tempted by the desire to 
make the cause subservient to their own advancement. 
These arc they whose own little puljlic looks upon tlic cause 
with comparative toleration, and who are l:)0th busy and l)old, 
until their eflbrts rouse the demon of selt^-interest in the cir- 
cle which bears down, upon tlieir own ; and. then the kindred, 
spirit that reigns in tlicir own hearts ruslies to join itself to 
the apparition, they have rmexpectedly to themselves evoked. 

There is a temptation which merits peculiar notice, be- 
cause it Ijcsets those whose majestic patience yields to no 
other assault. It would not, indeed, be wonderfab if the 
soul whose clearness of vision sees and unravels at a glance 
the intricate problems of philosophy or metapdiysics, morals 
or theology, and seizes on the right amid all these various 
envelopcments, without staying to reconcile it with some 
beloved doctrine or theory, and lives by it, at wliatever cost, 
should become impatient of other men's delay, especially if 
it is waiting for them in loathsome jails to make up minds j 
distracted by the multiplicity of worldly enjoyments. | 
There is the temptation of false charity, wliich woidd make i 
us doubt Avhether men are so bad as our own experience lias | 
actually proved them to be. There is the temptation of 1 
false humility, which makes us doubt whether wc can per- jj^ 
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form what, we yet acknowledge to be duty. There is the 
temptation of intolerance, which makes a man think that 
his particular measure is the only one, and which impels him 
to denounce ail who do not adopt it as the enemies of Free- 
dom. There is the temptation to misanthropy, growing out 
of the ingratitude, treachery, and various villany, which 
peel away from the cause of the slave, as it gets wedged 
into difficult paths in its onward course. 

This list might be, of course greatly extended; but if this 
page suggests more than it expresses, it will not be, on that 
account, the less, but the more valuable. 

OUR PROGUESS. 

This head affords a place, where a histoiy of intense 
interest to the moralist, the philanthropist, and the pscy- 
chologist, might be recorded ; but we forbear, for it may be 
better read in the improved condition of the man of color, 
wherever onr principles have penetrated ; in the improved 
characters of all who have embraced them ; in the changed 
tone of discussions in Congresses, Legislatures, Convoca- 
tions, Assemblies, Conferences, Lyceums and Families. As 
for written history, are not the materials laid up in the Anti- 
Slavery Offices ? Since all who choose can find them there, 
we will not take up time with, records, but will simply state 
results. We \v\\l not make our Keport a History, but ' an 
Experience.' 



"We are bound to this cause, as to our religion, by all the 
most hallowed recollections and the most radiant hopes. 
As we look to meet God in peace at our last hour, and to 
be united in joy to our fellow-laborers departed, who devoted 
us in dying to the work of abohshing slavery, we renewedly 
vow ourselves to its accompli.shment; and whether we live 
to see that hour or uot, we shall have the satisfaction and 
,k the iniprov^cment of liigli endeavor. 

^^cr^s^^ • — 
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PIOUS TRUST. 



(from the GERMAN OF KORNEr) 
BY ELIZA LEE FOLLEN. - 



I. 

We call on thee, with looks of gladness, 
And on thy word we take our stand ; 

In vain with murder and with madness 
Would Hell deceive tliy faitliful band. 

The world may crumble and decay : 

Thy word will never pass away. 

II. 

Faith conquers not by faint endeavor ; 

Such good is only won thi'ough pain ; 
Freely its juice the gi'ape Adelds never, 

' T is by the press the wine we gain ; 
And when an angel seeks the skies, 
First breaks a human heart and dies 



III. 
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Though in this Ufe, full of dissembhng, 
Temples of falsehood may be raised, 

And villains in high places, trembling 
At power and wisdom, shrink amazed, 



And with the coward's giddy fear. 
The awakened people's murmurs hear ; 



Though brother turn away from brother, 
Though bloody deeds of hate are done, 

Though States the bonds of kindred smother. 
Forgetting their true glory's one ; — 

And that united for the right 

The world would own our country's might ; — 



Yet never of thy help despairing, 
Steadfast, O God, our trust shall be. 

That thou, the tyrant's doom declaring, 
Wilt set thy mourning people free : 



And though far off this day of light, 
Who knows but thou what day is right ! 



IV. 



V. 



J 
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